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COMMUNICATIONS

Dublin-based Blue Ocean Wireless (BOW)
has seen a steady uptake of its GSM
communication services by the

merchant maritime sector since its launch in
March 2007. In the past three months the
company has recruited two Cypriot
shipmanagers, Admibros Shipmanagement and
Dobson Fleet Management, which will increase
its current user fleet of 150 vessels by 13
containerships and tankers initially, with the
possibility of further vessels in the future. 

The new additions to BOW’s client list are
particularly important since they mark the
company’s entry into the Cypriot
shipmanagement market, which it believes to
be one of the world’s most important
shipping hubs. 

‘We are delighted that both Dobson and
Admibros have joined Blue Ocean Wireless as
customers,’ says sales and marketing director
Julian Lynn. ‘We have a rapidly growing
customer base and continue to make strong
progress since our foundation less than one
year ago. We look forward to adding further
Cypriot ship managers and operators to our
growing client based during 2008.’

Employing partner Altobridge’s patented
technology, BOW’s GSM solution enables
vessel crews to use their existing mobile

phones for voice calls and SMS text messages
in exactly the same way that they would do
in port or on land, and it has plans to add
email and internet capability in the long
term. When at sea, the service operates using
the vessel’s onboard Inmarsat system to
connect to a land-based wireless network.
The pre-paid SIM cards automatically disable
when a land-based GSM mobile network is
detected, thus remaining cost effective.

The service is extremely useful since it
enhances crew welfare by increasing
seafarer privacy during communication

with friends and family. 
Chris Christofides, Admibros fleet director

said, ‘The Blue Ocean Wireless service
separates crew communication from ship’s
business calls and allows crew for the first
time ever to receive incoming calls and SMS
on their mobiles. The solution also prepares
us for the future since we will proceed with
the Fleet Broadband upgrade.’ 

DFM’s managing director, Peter Waller,
commented, ‘This will provide our crew, who are
our greatest asset, an easy and affordable way
to stay in contact with family and friends.’

Blue Ocean Wireless penetrates Cypriot market

US-based maritime software developer
Veson Nautical is on the verge of
releasing a newer version of its flagship

Integrated Maritime Operations System (IMOS).
The software, which consists of three core
modules – chartering, operations and
accounting – facilitates the flow of information

from ship to shore by synchronising emails and
providing users with templates for their reports.

‘Version six of our IMOS system will be out in
June,’ company president John Veson revealed to
Seatrade. ‘The trend towards increasing
bandwidth means that many companies now
find it a viable option to auto-update software.’

‘This version has the capability to
automatically update itself provided the user
has sufficient bandwidth – currently a
77gigabite connection,’ he explains. ‘It moves
away from the traditional scenario where a
technician is required to physically visit a
vessel in order to update its software.’

Veson Nautical
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